REFURBISHMENT OF A COUNTRY HOUSE
Emporda, Girona

A country house located in the outskirts of a village in
Emporda (natural and historical region in Catalonia)
where the big country houses surrounded by fields and
fruit gardens contrast to the detached houses proper
for the village urban tissue.

The project starts by fusing the volume using an exis-
ting patio in the first floor and opening a new one in the
second. The last one opens two large spaces in the
centre of the house that are conceived as the entrance
hall and the swimming pool.

Only the main structure and the exterior wall envelope
of the building are maintained. The main spatial strate-
gy tends to interconnect the spaces and open them up
to the exterior introducing new courtyards and win-
dows. New circulations are added to enhance the lab-
yrinthine character of the house, providing a complexity
that paradoxically improves the use of the house.

The volumes of stone and broken white colour give a
neutral image where the materials play a crucial role

in the spatial arrangement. The brown glazed colou-
red tile is the common thread that accompanies the
inhabitant generating continuous surfaces that connect
different spaces visually.
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