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The Parliament of Lausanne, originally built by Alexandre Perregaux in 1803 
on the occasion of the foundation of the Canton of Vaud, was destroyed by 
a fire in 2002.

Its reconstruction presented the opportunity to reassess the criteria that 
would allow to solve both the parliamentary seat and the revitalization of the 
neighbouring buildings. 

The project proposed an architecture capable of restoring the continuity and 
atmosphere of the historical city. An architecture that would be the synthesis 
between old and new, between traditional construction and new technolo-
gies.

From afar, the new Parliament becomes the puzzle piece that completes the 
historical site of la Colline de la Cité.
Its strategic position between the Cathedral (erected in the twelfth century, 

rebuilt by Viollet-le-Duc in the 1800s) and the 
Saint-Maire Castle (built in the fourteenth cen-
tury) provides a setting that rebalances the 
presence of the religious and military institu-
tions.

In closer view, the project presents itself as a unitary ensemble, formally 
autonomous, containing all part of the programme and where the Great As-
sembly Hall assumes its prominent role both spatially and functionally.

The three-storey high foyer unites and separates the diverse spaces, but it 
is, above all, a place of encounter. Three elements qualify this space:

The singular design of the staircase, which becomes the protagonist of 
this entrance space.
The presence of the historical façade of Maison Charbon, its recovery 
allowing to properly preserve on of the oldest façades of the city

The façade of Rue Cité-Devant, a grand opening that acts as the new 
access to the building. Crossing the threshold means entering into a parti-
cular atmosphere, a space that fuses the past and the present.

The reconstruction of the Salle Perregaux, with its neoclassical façade saved 
from the fire, is another of the attractions of the project. The old entrance to 
the Parliament is now used as a Salle des pas perdus, a hall for gatherings.

The new Parliament headquarters has been erected on top of historical ves-
tiges and wants to present itself as an efficient and modern building, cons-
tructed using innovative techniques but offering an image of timelessness.
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