CAVE DI ARZO - REQUALIFICATION AND ENHANCEMENT (SWITZERLAND) enrico sassi architetto

Project

The Educational Trail — The project entails
organising and marking a pedestrian route
(an educational trail) to the disused caves
revealing the different quarrying techniques
(chisel, helical wire) and the various
types of stone that were exctracted (red
Macchiavecchia, Rosso Arzo, Broccatello).
The doors are made f oxidised metal
grills. The structure is lit from above and
naturally ventilated from the open band
between the roof and walls. The washbasin
was made from an ancient hand-quarried
block of marble. The walls were built from
blocks of marble with different surfaces and
finishes.

The Natural Amphitheatre — The project
has cleared an area that was cluttered with
quarrying detritus, now replace by four rows
of seats made from marble blocks, arranged
in a semi-circle. The steps can be used
as seating and allow the staging of public
events.

The Quarry Workshop - The quarry
workshop project reuses and upgrades the
ancient buildings of the original production
facility, which consists of two discrete
volumes: the main building (known as the
marble shed) and a secondary building
that organises access and circulation. The
elevation of the main building faces on to the
cantonal road and is entirely built from marble
blocks. This unique feature is highlighted
by a new roof cover that emphasises the
material and the construction technique.
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