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lIha (Island).
The city of participation.
An architect’s point of view.

The image embodies, in contempo-
rary life, an excessive protagonism.
The vision is subjected to an intense
overload of images. Sometimes by
multiplicity and velocity. Others by
the persistence and inconvinience
that they appear through.

In the vision there is a hidden tactile
ingredient and time ends up being
an essencial variable. Beyond what
is seen, the touch confirms a new
understanding witnessed by the ear
and the smell.

The place means identity.

The place is one of the dimensions
that best identifies a city.

A fulfilled city is a city of plac-
es.

When the city is participated it
necessarily implies identity. Partic-
ipation means approximation. It is
not enough to have a global vision
at a distance and an external one.
One cannot have a true perception
of the place, in the city, without in-
volvement. This sensory approach
implies commitment.

The city is a balance between its
places and its competence. Without
competences cities do not survive
and places disappear.

The city is the result of the combi-
nation of the desires of those who
inhabit their places and the sense
that it takes.

Building supported by the expe-
rience of life on the island, on the
real perception of the place, in the
understanding of who lives there
and how, during the more than 150
years of existence of the island, its
people knew how to live.

The basic architecture must be the
reflection of what the real needs of
those who inhabit the places are.
Not in a functionalist and purely
technical view but in the possibility
of incorporating a performative vi-
sion to the poetry of modesty.
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