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SAINT CYR HOUSE

The facade of St Cyr house is probably 
the most photographed in Belgium. 
Behind this masterful work it has 
been developed an eclectic decoration 
which over the years has lost the es-
sential of its identity. 
The Brussels public has just rediscove-
red the Strauven’s almost extinct work 
on the occasion of the Art Nouveau 
biennial.    

The restoration philosophy imple-
mented by the Ma2 Office, aims to re-
discover a lost heritage, the objective is 
to return to the Pristin state. 

Despite the little graphic documenta-
tion on the original project, prelimi-
nary studies (historical, stratigraphy, 
archaeological and pathological) have 
enabled to discover plenty of traces of 
the original scenery and thus recons-
truct them, almost in their entirety. 
Where the vestiges were too incom-
plete, a clearly identifiable interpreta-
tion is implemented. 
After a study of three years, the recent 
restoration has been the subject of two 
years of construction work. 

We find today a complete work, where 
the original identity of the architect 
Gustave Strauven was re-insufflated 
by the precious work of workers and 
craftsmen at the service of the archi-
tectural heritage.
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