A TENSILE HOUSE
INSIDE A COMPRESSION HOUSE

O FIEIRO HOUSE_ ARTURO FRANCO_ CATEGORY A

Status: Built

Location: Site of O Fieiro, Mazaricos, La Corufia, Spain
Design lead: Arturo Franco

Building engineer: Diego Castellanos

Other architects: Patricia Herraez, Mario Azorin
Photographer: Alfonso Quiroga

Total area: 199,82 m?

Text written during March 2020:

“These days | am building a house in a village, the land of my ancestors, in the
Celtic Olympus . In fact, it is a rehabilitation of a small animal stable made of
large, well-arranged, granite ashlars. Almost like occupying a cave. | will use
only 7 cm thick Oregon pine planks to solve the floor slabs. You may wonder
why from Oregon and not from my country. That'’s a fight between me and the
moths. The moths suffer more from the stomach with a wood that is not native
and that, at least, is winning the first battle.

The slabs have to bridge a distance of 5.20 meters between supports. The
loose planks without gluing or tongue will solve everything with the help of
simple truck straps.

The carpenter who sold me the wood says that it won’t work, the structural
engineer, an infallible guy, has serious doubts, and | do nothing but appeal to
common sense or, what is the same, remember that evasive phrase: «But if
God works by traction»... We will soon know if, as old Oteiza wrote, «there is

a God to the northwest» 2, or maybe not.”

[1] It refers to Mount Pindo in the municipality of Carnota in A Corufia.
[2] OTEIZA, Jorge: Existe dios al noroeste, Navarra: Pamiela, 1990.
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