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The Piscine d'Ixelles is the oldest swimming
pool in the Brussels-Capital Region and one
of the oldest in Belgium. Built between 1900
and 1904 by the architects Alexandre
Cooreman and Jules Rau, the building has
retained its main heritage features, with the
exception of the roof structure, which was
modified in 1945. The entire building is listed
since 2007. This renovation project is the first
total renovation of the site since its
construction.

Located in a worker’s neighborhood the
swimming pool of Ixelles also served as a
bath, containing private douches and bath
tubs. Inscribed in a dense urban tissue, its
eclectic facade resembles a typical urban
house, and the presence of the pool stays
hidden from the eye. Only after entering the
building the large basin and imposing iron
structure reveals its importance.

The pool tank was originally built in bricks and
cement, posed over an instable bed of sand
and earth. During the first filling of the pool
with water in 1903 the slab cracked under the
water pressure and the pool emptied itself for
only 24 hours. The engineer office from Paris
Hennebique was called to inspect and
propose solutions. In 1903 a second inner
tank of reinforced concrete was constructed.
The « Hennebique » tank still exists today.
However, this self-supporting tank had a
number of weaknesses and created
deformations and wall fractures, loosing its
independent character throughout the years
and resting on the masonry walls.

The renovation project preserves the
« Hennebique » tank as a historic example of
early reinforced concrete. It solidifies the
concrete tank with the original masonry - idea
proposed by Hennebique himself, and visible
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on certain archive plans. The project also reinforces the
foundations by jet-grouting concrete pillars, capable to
resist the water pressure. The carbonation phenomenon,
present in the existing concrete of the pool tank, is stopped
via the installation of cathodique protection on the entire
surface of the outer walls of the tank. The masonry pool
decks (heavily damaged by the movement of the pool
tank) were also reconstructed in concrete, and serve as
contre force to stop the movement of the tank walls.
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