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Client: Grand Palais RMN 
Budget: €330M
Location: Paris, France

The Grand Palais, a landmark of Beaux-Arts architecture, has long stood as a cultural icon in Paris. 
However, over decades of use, the spaces had been split and fractioned, with key areas inaccessible 
to the public and its infrastructure increasingly outdated. The challenge was not merely to restore a 
historic monument but to transform it into a functional, contemporary venue capable of accommodating 
large-scale events and exhibitions while preserving its architectural integrity. Chatillon Architectes 
approached this ambitious task by focusing on accessibility, capacity, environmental performance, and 
spatial clarity, ensuring that the Grand Palais could fully embrace its role as a dynamic cultural space. 

Reinstating the spatial clarity of the original design required extensive research and precise execution. 
Archival documents guided the removal of obstructive modifications that had accumulated over the 
decades, restoring key sightlines and circulation axes. This process involved the implementation of 
advanced digital modeling techniques. It was one of the first times BIM technology had been used on 
a historical monument and generally, on a project of this size. 

Renovation 
of the Grand Palais 

Team: Chatillon Architectes
Timeline: 2021-2024 
Surface Area : 77,000 m²

Built heritage Code : 07a001520
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