Royale Belge,
Brussels

The Royale Belge building, located in the southeast
of Brussels, is a landmark of 1960s corporate
architecture, standing proudly amidst a carefully
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curated landscape of lakes and beech trees. W
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Designed by renowned architects René Stapels and
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Pierre Dufau, the building was completed in 1970
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as the headquarters for the Royale Belge insurance

company. lts bold and luxurious design, inspired by a w —— oLl e
new wave of American corporate architecture, such
as Saarinen’s John Deere headquarters, epitomizes
the monumental ambitions of the time.

The structure is an impressive composition of a o
cross-shaped tower with a striking Corten steel =
exo-skeleton and golden glass facades, sitting atop

a large two-storey concrete podium. The podium, Building after renovation (2023)
surrounded by water, houses offices, conference

spaces, and training facilities for over a thousand

employees. The building’s layout was meticulously

designed to manage the flow of people, clients,

cars, and deliveries for a single corporate tenant.

Complementing this design, the surrounding

landscape features hilly gardens that enhance the

grandeur of the building, making the entire site an

architectural and natural landmark in Brussels.

In 2018, following a period of vacancy, the city of
Brussels granted permission to Souverain 25, a
consortium of investors, to transform the building
for a new era. The challenge was to maintain the Existing building (1979)
building’s heritage while incorporating a mix of uses
including offices, a hotel, conference spaces, a
sports club, and restaurants. A design competition
led to the selection of a team comprising London-
based Caruso St John Architects, Antwerp-based
Bovenbouw Architectuur, and Brussels-based DDS+,
who worked together to bring the building into the
21st century.
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Royale Belge Caruso St John Architects, Bovenbouw Architectuur, DDS+, MA2

Rl
4 4

Category A: Built Heritage Registration code: 07A001639 1/4



