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The project’s guiding principle was to do as little as 
possible to the protected structure, respecting its 
historical significance while adapting it to modern 
needs. The design focused on reusing and recycling 
materials wherever possible, making minimal 
yet thoughtful interventions to improve energy 
performance and futureproof the building. 
The distinctive Corten steel exo-skeleton was 
retained, while the glazing was replaced with thermally 
efficient glass that closely matches the original in 
appearance but meets contemporary standards.

On the ground floor, large openings were cut into 
the original marble-clad walls (2), connecting the 
previously enclosed entrance hall with adjacent 
offices, restaurants, and public spaces. This new flow 
of light and movement contrasts with the formerly 
dark interiors, creating a more open and welcoming 
environment. 

At the heart of the podium, a new circular hall (3),  
21 meters in diameter and three storeys high, was 
carved through the floors, connecting the tower 
to the lower levels and bringing light deep into the 
building. This dramatic intervention mirrors the 
proportions of the original auditorium and serves as 
a shared space for office workers, hotel guests, and 
health club users.

Level +1

1. Main entrance 2. New openings were cut into the original marble-clad walls

Level +1New circular hall principle section

3. New circular hall
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