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The new entrance to the Special Exhibtions Gallery transforms an underutilised space within the museum site

The Science and Industry Museum in 
Manchester is located within some of 
the world’s most important surviving 
buildings and structures from the 
Industrial Revolution era. 

The Special Exhibitions Gallery is 
the first project to be completed in 
the Science and Industry Museum’s 
masterplan. The strategy is to 
conserve the museum’s globally 
significant buildings while bringing to 
life the site’s rich history, as well as 
past, present, and future ideas that 
continue to shape the world.

As part of a site-wide masterplan, 
Carmody Groarke has designed a 
new Special Exhibitions Gallery (SEG) 
within one of the historic warehouses, 
the New Warehouse, originally 
built in 1882.  The new gallery 
balances contemporary design with 
conservation and sustainability within 
an overarching ambition for the entire 
site.

SEG is the first project completed in 
the museum’s long-term renovation 
programme, integrates design, 
conservation, and sustainability. 
Located on the lower-ground floor, 
the gallery enhances visitor access 
and connectivity between historic 
buildings and Victorian railway 
viaducts.


