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Existing view of the previous museum store

New gallery space with new wall linings bolstered with hygroscopic mass to reduce need for dehumidification

Historic photograph of the gallery space

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS GALLERY, MANCHESTER

With its blend of historic preservation and modern 
design, SEG sets a new standard for museum spaces. 
It not only improves the visitor experience but also 
establishes a model for sustainable and adaptive 
reuse of heritage sites, ensuring their relevance for 
future generations.

Dedicated object preparation and 
handling facilities were also delivered 
as part of the project. The area 
below the viaduct plays a crucial 
role in the masterplan, creating new 
connections between the museum 
the surrounding neighbourhoods.

Inside, the foyer includes visitor-
welcome functions and an open-plan 
events space. The gallery retains the 
grandeur of the original warehouse, 
with its composite cast-iron and 
brick structure and 5m-high vaulted 
ceilings that echo the historic railway 
lines above. Restoration efforts allow 
visitors to appreciate the building’s 
industrial heritage while engaging 
with new exhibitions.

Sustainability is central to 
the gallery’s design. Passive 
environmental strategies minimise 
energy use, lifecycle costs, and 
carbon footprint. Hygroscopic mass 
in new walls reduces the need for 
dehumidification, while low-energy 
exhibition lighting ensures efficiency 
without compromising display quality.
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