
Tintagel Castle is one of the UK’s most important historic sites.  Managed by English 
Heritage on behalf of the Duchy of Cornwall it draws over 200,000 visitors a year and up 
to 3,000 a day in the peak summer season.

The Cornish name Din Tagell, means literally, the Fortress of the Narrow Entrance.  An 
important trading port in the fifth to seventh centuries it achieved international fame in the 
twelfth century when Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain described it 
as the place of the legendary King Arthur’s conception. In 1230 this inspired Richard, Earl 
of Cornwall, to build a castle on the natural land bridge linking the headland (also known 
as the island) with the mainland.  The land bridge has since eroded significantly and 
destroyed large parts of the castle which is now split into two and separated by a void 
65m wide.  For centuries visitors crossed a wooden bridge at the foot of the void and 
climbed a series of vertiginous steps onto the island.  This restricted access for many 
people and caused significant congestion in the summer months, ruining the experience 
for many visitors.

In 2015 English Heritage appointed Malcolm Reading Consultants to run a design 
competition for a new bridge reconnecting the two halves of the castle allowing visitors 
to experience the historic approach and entrance to the castle’s inner ward. From 135 
entries six teams were shortlisted, and our proposal was announced the winner in early 
2016.

The design is relatively simple – two cantilevers which reach out from each abutment and 
don’t quite meet in the middle.  The central gap serves two functions; technically it allows 
each bridge half to expand and contract with variations in temperature; and poetically 
it creates a threshold between the mainland and the island. A series of 16m long rock 
anchors tie the bridge halves into each cliff face.

The palette of materials is equally simple: painted mild steel for the main beams; duplex 
stainless steel for the cross bracing, deck trays and balustrading; Delabole slate laid on 
edge for the deck finish; and untreated English oak for the handrail.  Each material was 
selected for its durability in an extremely harsh marine environment and the manner in 
which it would weather with as little maintenance as possible.  Architecturally the aim 
was to create a bridge which was resolutely contemporary in its design and fabrication, 
but also timeless and complimentary to its setting.

In terms of sustainability and well-being, the footbridge and landscape enhancements:

•  Have zero energy consumption in use;
•  Use either low or zero maintenance materials that are exceptionally durable;
•  Offset the embodied energy of the steel structure and concrete abutments with the     
durability of the design which should easily exceed its 100yr design life;
•  Protect and enhance the important flora and fauna on the site;
•  Encourage visitors to take physical exercise, and help to inform them about one of the 
UK’s most important heritage sites, improving their overall health and well-being.

By improving the visitor experience, the number of visitors has increased and revenue at 
this and other English Heritage sites has also increased. The small additional expense 
of the high quality materials used is offset by their durability and low maintenance costs, 
ensuring this additional revenue can be used for the benefit of other heritage sites.

The site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, Site of Special Scientific Interest, Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and a Special Area of Conservation.  Consequently significant 
consultation, both public and with the relevant statutory bodies, was undertaken prior to 
planning approval which was granted in 2017.  Construction started in September 2018 
and was completed in August 2019.
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