Architectural Quality

The starting point for the renovation of the buildings is a respect for the archi-
tectural characteristics of the historic railway buildings. The buildings are pro-
tected in the ‘Catalogue of Protected Elements’ in the Valencia General Plan.
The aim was to reveal the buildings and their material quality without alter-
ing, adding to or covering up their true nature. This idea of functionality and
a stripped back quality, is perhaps the main contribution of industrial building
to the evolution of architecture at the beginning of the 20th century. The res-
toration included highlighting the original construction elements of the build-
ings: the solid brick load-bearing walls, the metal trusses and the tile roofs.
Many of the buildings were dismantled and reconstructed in their current location
to draw visitors to the edges of the park and provide easily accesible amenities for
the local population.

In general, the project envisages two types of architectural consolidation work:
(@) The replacement and restoration of all the original deteriorated elements.
(b) The elimination of all additions and elements that distort the integrity of the
original architecture, such as sheds or huts superimposed on the facades, roller
shutters, false ceilings, partitions and interior constructions. In addition, subdivi-
sions and false ceilings were removed in order to make possible the restoration
of the roof and the metal structure that supports it. Their removal made it possible
to recover the original interior spatiality of the buildings as open-plan halls.
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Repurposed railway buildings bring life and activity to the park
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