Memory in the city

Memorial of the former deportation station of Bobigny

In Bobigny, the landscape has been given a
role as a narrator and curator of the history
of the place. The complex layered history is
depicted in a layered way similarly to what
one would find in a memorial park and
thus takes the visitor by the hand into the
past.
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Project site plan | The memorial is located on the grounds of the former station yard and
extend on 3 hectares
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A PLACE OF HISTORY

During World War |l, the Nazis planned and executed the genocide
of European Jews. In France, nearly 74,000 Jews were deported—
only a few thousand survived. Bobigny station, in the northeastern
suburbs of Paris, was a key departure point, sending 22,500 Jews to
Auschwitz-Birkenau, most of whom were killed on arrival.

Camp de la Muette in Drancy, a few kilometres
North of the station of Bobigny. Most

deportees that left from Bobigny, stayed in this
camp previous to their departure to Auschwitz.

Photo of the arrival of Jews at Auschwitz-
Birkenau in the summer of 1944 (extracts from
the Auschwitz Album)
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The site in use a steel scrapyard in 2004
(Photo by Ville de Bobigny)
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After the war, the site was turned into a steel scrap yard and stayed

in use until the mid 2000's. Paradoxically, the industrial activity is
what protected the site for decades, and allowed it to survive major
urban transformations and evolutions. Once the scrapyard was closed
and the site cleared of steel scraps and heaps, the shear extend of
the courtyard could again be felt by visitors. Despite the decades of
industrial activity, the original rails and pavers could be found again. A
careful inventory and restoration process could begin.

With the help of numerous partners, institutions and foundations, the
city of Bobigny later managed to acquire the site and start the long
process to create a memorial place. As leader of the design team
consisting of AAPP Architects, OTCE Engineering, AEU Ecologists
and 8'18 Lighting Designers, OKRA won the international competition
for the landscape, architectural and scenographic enhancement of
the site in 20716.

The memorial today
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