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Workers during rubble
clearing
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On the way to the
landfill. The Warsaw
Uprising Mound visible
in the background.
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The Warsaw Uprising
Mound in 1978,
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The Warsaw Uprising Mound Park project transformed a post-war rubble landfill
into a regenerative urban space that reconnects communities with nature while
preserving cultural heritage. It integrates ecological restoration, inclusive design,
and historical memory, demonstrating how degraded landscapes can become
hubs of biodiversity and social resilience. The key objectives of the project
included ecological regeneration by revitalizing biodiversity and restoring natural
cycles through rewilding and native species, social inclusion by creating an
accessible public space for diverse communities, cultural memory preservation
by repurposing wartime rubble to symbolize resilience and history, and
sustainable practices by reusing 90% of site materials to minimize waste and
carbon footprint. The ecological aspect is seen in creating a biodiverse
landscape with meadows, forests, and water retention systems that nurture life.
The social dimension manifests in inclusive park infrastructure and participatory
engagement of residents, fostering a sense of belonging and collective
responsibility. The cultural significance is embodied in the Lapidarium and the
use of rubble concrete, "Warsaw urbanite”, which links history with ecological
renewal, allowing past and future to coexist in a meaningful narrative.
Philosophically, the park challenges conventional aesthetics by embracing
dynamic, self-sustaining ecosystems and encourages visitors to become
stewards of their environment. The Warsaw Uprising Mound Park serves as a
global model for urban regeneration, proving that even sites of destruction can
foster hope, equity, and ecological sustainability, embodying the principles of
beauty, goodness, and truth.

One of the project's main strengths is its focus on "Fourth Nature'-an approach
that respects natural processes on degraded land while enhancing
biodiversity. The designers embraced the wildness of the site by allowing new
plantings to blend seamlessly into the existing ecosystem. This method
preserves the authenticity of the space, creating and evolving, natural
environment that invites visitors to engage with it in a more organic way.
Moreover, the project integrates sustainability by reusing rubble from the site
in architectural features, reflecting Warsaw's legacy of post-war reconstruction
while promaoting circular economy principles.

The Park's design actively involved the local community from the start,
featuring a BioBlitz study, public consultations on its functional program,
guided walks on tree removals, and the community planting a Miyawaki pocket
forest at the entrance square. The park's innovative design also includes
features that enhance accessibility and recreational value. A network of paths
and viewing platforms allows people of all abilities to explore the space, while
the natural playground encourages creative, unstructured play. The
educational trail supports user acceptance of novel ecosystems-not always
‘pretty, but they work. This thoughtful balance of historical reflection,
environmental sustainability, and community engagement makes the park a
vital space for local residents, offering both a place of peace and recreation.
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