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urban incisions
and neat stitching

A metaphoric façade
on the Avenue

A new pedestrian passage
towards the neighborhood

The aim is to make the existence of this site and its history visible and 
perceptible in the urban context of Bobigny: the project envisages 
the composition of veritable urban façades, restoring the presence of 
memory in the city. A kinetic and metaphorical fence on the avenue 
will create a symbolic urban signpost on a scale in keeping with the 
physical presence of the site.

A great level of attention has been given to organise and facilitate 
public access and relations with the neighbourhood; Visitors are 
guided and oriented as they descend from the present and the 
urban landscape towards the ‘historic’ base of the former goods 
yard.  The experience provide to visitors is build on the evocative 
power of the site; the project is about creating a link, a passageway 
from the spaces of urban life to the heart of the site, the memorial 
‘depression’ that is the former railway platform; guide visitors and 
lead them gradually downwards into contact with the traces of the 
past. The entrance pavillon designed by AAPP Architectes play a key 
role in the routing and orientation of the public. Conceived as both 
a canopy and a balcony, it concentrates the preliminary informations 
for the visitors before they start their discovery of the site. Other 
scenographic elements have been designed througout the site to be 
as less intrusive as possible.
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REVEALING THE CITY SUPPORTING MEMORIAL IMMERSION MANIFESTING MEMORY LEVELS
The visit and discovery of the site is organised around a long 
topographical descent, an emotional and symbolic plunge along the 
breathing and reading levels that structure the site.  The passage 
from one level to another forms a metaphor for our relationship with 
heritage and memory: 

+ 48.50: Esplanade du Présent, the interface between the city and the 
memorial site
+ 45.00: Courtyard of the witnesses, former passenger station 
courtyard
+ 44.50: Goods yard, a mineral and memorial area
+ 44.00: Rail Garden and the Pioneer background


