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CONTEXT

Built in the nineteenth century as a textile industrial site, Can Batll6 was once
one of Barcelona's most significant manufacturing strongholds. After more than
thirty years of abandonment, its transformation has become an innovative
model of public cession and neighborhood-led management, establishing itself
as a key civic hub for public housing, educational facilities, and creative spacesin
the city.

By 2009, frustration over the prolonged inaction led to the resurgence of the
neighborhood platform Can Batllé is for the Neighborhood, which called for
opening the site to the neighborhood and developing the planned facilities,
public housing, and green areas.

Thanks to social mobilization, in 2011, one of the warehouses—Block 11—was
permanently transferred to the community. This allowed for the creation of vari-
ous self-managed spaces, including the Josep Pons Popular Library, a bar and
meeting area, an auditorium, a climbing wall, and several multipurpose rooms
for activities and workshops.

The ongoing transformation of the former factory site has also driven modifica-
tions to the General Metropolitan Plan, ensuring the protection of its historical
and heritage value, improving connectivity with the Bordeta neighborhood, and
addressing new facility needs at both the local and city levels.
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