CAN BATLLO PARK , INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE AND NATURE / Category B : Exterior spaces 07b001750 Roberto Soto Fernandez

[ O )
e

Developer: IMU, City Council of Barcelona

Author: Roberto Soto Fernandez

Technical Project Management : Felipe Pardo Pardo
Engineering: TEC4 / MetaEngineering

Builder: COPISA

Finish date: November 2024
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PROPOSAL, CONCEPT AND DESIGN

Can Batllé Park, the first phase of which opened in 2024, is lo-
cated in Barcelona's Sants-Montjuic district—an area undergo-
ing transformation—aiming to strengthen the connection be-
tween nature and the city. The project addresses the need for
accessible public space that fosters coexistence and well-being
among neighbors while accommodating a wide variety of ac-
tivities and uses. In doing so, it revitalizes a previously degraded
urban area while preserving and highlighting its industrial past,
paving the way for a more sustainable future.

The strength of this project lies in the balance it achieves—be-
tween the urban and the natural, aesthetics and functionality,
and the preservation of the city's memory while meeting the
needs of current and future inhabitants.

In this regard, we would like to highlight the integration of na-
ture-based systems, such as Sustainable Urban Drainage Sys-
tems (SUDS), which are seamlessly incorporated into both the
aesthetics and functionality of the park.

As a key design principle, we have considered the natural
routes neighbors would take to cross the park or reach different
areas within it. Simultaneously, the winding layout of the paths
allows users to either take a direct route or enjoy a leisurely
stroll through a natural oasis.

This park marks an important step toward creating healthier,
more accessible urban spaces. Through its design, it not only
enhances the urban environment but also fosters social and
'f]/ " | 1 1 community well-being—demonstrating how architecture and
7’/ [I]J . | v : - :'I urban planning can transform the city into a more livable and
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