A TREE-LINED SQUARE

One of the challenge of the project is making the square a green
oasis capable of implementing and realising specific ecosystem
benefits. The project holds that the most effective and economical
measure to improve climate comfort conditions is the introduction of
trees, extraordinary ecosystem tools to intervene against the urban
heat island, water run-off and air pollution.

The entire project therefore takes place in implementing the essential
idea of a tree-lined square, in which the trees become the great
protagonists of the public space, with their foliage, their shade, their
architecture, transforming the square into a green oasis.

THE TREES

It is the liquid shade of the Plane tree (Platanus Platanor® ‘Vallis
Clausa’) that was identified as the essential ingredient to structure
the square as a green oasis.

The Plane tree is an imposing tree, of the first magnitude, with a
rounded and expanded shape, and is rather fast growing. It is a
species that adapts to all terrains, prefers a position in full light and
tolerates heat and drought, which also guarantees high absorption
of CO2 (>2000kg CO2 in 30 years), high absorption of gaseous
pollutants (O3, NO2, SO2) and high PM10 capturing capacity.
In the layout scheme of the new trees, in the search for uniformly
distributed shade, the identification of green islands is proposed, of
dense vegetated points, structured through the articulation of several
trees placed side by side and intended to contribute — a typical
characteristic of the Plane tree — to a “single crown” effect.
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