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THE GROUND
The presence of underground utilities, foundations of ancient buildings 
and archaeological remains makes it necessary to plant trees at 
higher levels than the current walking surface, in order to reduce the 
depth of the excavations as much as possible. Thus, to make room for 
the new trees, the continuous stone ground of the square is rippled, 
acquiring three-dimensionality, determining the formation of specific 
atolls available to plant communities. The green islands are truncated 
cones, which emerge from the ground in material continuity with it, 
of variable diameter and a maximum height of one metre above the 
walking surface, with a section that softly connects to the level of the 
square, accompanying and containing the development of the root 
system of the trees.
The laying of the porphyry cubes also follows the specific topography 
created: setting a rich geometric design of concentric circles. The 
choice of porphyry, in addition to setting an evident material continuity 
with the main historic urban spaces of the city, is also motivated by the 
possibility of making the sealing of the joints drainable, and therefore 
the paving itself.
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