The Escandinavia Project

The Escandinavia Project is a cultural and research initiative coordinated by Andriette
Ahrenkiel, Sara Lopez Arraiza and Nacho Ruiz Allén and developed in Denmark between
2019 and 2022. Itaimed atdisclosingthe values embedded in modern Nordic architecture
and stimulating the architectural exchange between different generations and cultures.
The project’s protagonists, source of inspiration and inquiry, are the modern Nordic
masters - mostly focusing on Alvar Aalto, Erik Gunnar Asplund, Sigurd Lewerentz, Arne
Jacobsen, Sverre Fehn and Jgrn Utzon- and a selected representation of contemporary
Spanish architects whose work is in connection with the legacy inherited from the former.

They exemplify the most recent stages of an exchange that has produced fortunate
parallelisms, influences, and translations between Nordic and Spanish architectural
cultures since mid-twentieth century. Over decades, some of the most renowned Spanish
architects of the last century - such as Rafael Moneo, Francisco Javier Saenz de Oiza,
Miguel Fisac, Josep Maria Sostres or Alejandro de la Sota- have acknowledged the
significant impact Nordic architecture has had on their work. We have recently withessed
a new generation of Spanish architects whose work brings up to date what decades of
interpretation and re-elaboration of the stimuli coming from the North have meant in
Spain. Their production stands out among the best of Spanish architecture over the last
two decades, while maintains a certain sense of continuity with the work of previous
generations.

By establishing a correspondence between the work of the Nordic masters and
contemporary Spanish architecture, the project investigates how an architectural idea,
expression, or detail persists along with history by being translated, manipulated, and
adapted to other climate, culture, functions, traditions, and construction techniques.
Furthermore, by looking closely at the mechanisms of transference, the critical potential
of the inherited works takes a new significance and is revitalized. Ultimately, the project
ambitions to re-launch attention to the Nordic masters’ architecture and the longstanding
attributes it conveys.

The project’s conceptual framework is based on the idea of exchange, one of the most
common features of architectural culture. The proposed narrative develops this idea
according to the notion of travel -in its two aspects, real and metaphorical- and the
notion of dialogue -between different cultures and generations. Over the last few years,
it has evolved into different forms and formats, being the main ones a research project
-Escandinavia. An Architectural Dialogue between Denmark and Spain-; an exhibition
-With Love from Spain-; an academic encounter -The Escandinavia Symposium-; and a
publication -The Nordic and Spain. An Architectural Journey; among other minor ones
like a lecture series -The Escandinavia Talks-, and a students’ workshop -The Inbetween-.

The collected experiences and material have in common their affinity with the values
represented by modern Nordic architecture, expressed through a special respect for the
place, its constructive culture, the role of the citizen in society and the historical roots of
architecture. These values transcend a geographical area and a specific historical period.
They are custodians of a common legacy transmitted from generation to generation. The
ultimate goal of the initiative is to present a renewed approach to this legacy and pass it
on to future generations.
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The exhibition

With Love from Spain

The Utzon Center. 21 April 2021 - 27 February 2022

With Love from Spain displays the work of 11 Spanish architecture firms that acknowledge and follow the values present
in Nordic modernism. The projects’ material is supplemented by three 1:1 installations created for the exhibition: The
Clearing, by Luis Martinez Santa-Maria; The Charcoal Cabin, by Aulets; and The Enclosure, by TEd'A arquitectes.
The exhibition’'s narrative aims at establishing correspondences between contemporary Spanish architecture and
the work of Nordic masters at different levels. An anteroom gives insight into the sources of inspiration coming from
the North by presenting selected material donated by the participants, from their trips and other personal memories.
Next to it, a collection of books and magazines testifies the longstanding interest Spanish architects have had in
Nordic architecture. Excerpts from conversations between architects about their connection with Nordic culture
are distributed along the way. Finally, model work and drawings by students from the Aarhus School of Architecture
analyse the correspondences between projects by Arne Jacobsen or Jgrn Utzon and their Spanish counterparts.

More info:
https://raal.es/en/with-love-from-spain/
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The academic encounter

The Escandinavia Symposium

Aarhus School of Architecture. 21-22 April 2022
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The Escandinavia Symposium is a two-day event aimed at strengthening bonds between Danish and Spanish architectural
cultures. Organized by the Aarhus School of Architecture, it provides a platform for educators, researchers and practitioners
to meet, exchange knowledge and continue building upon shared values, vision, and challenges. The dialogue between
Danish and Spanish architects will allow exploring more in-depth the multifaceted connection between European North and
South and look at how the paths of inspiration developed in recent times. Besides, it will serve to speculate how this mutual
relationship could be further steered for the benefit of both regions. In this regard, the symposium has an additional purpose of
unveiling and discussing emerging practices whose production preserves this common architectural legacy, combines it with
a deep commitment to sustainable discourses, and projects a renewed architectural approach towards future generations.

More info:
https://aarch.dk/en/escandinavia/
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The publication

The Nordic and Spain. An Architectural Journey

Release date: 01 November 2022

The Nordic and Spain. An Architectural Journey is the last piece of a process that will foreseeably extend over time, fuelled
by future actors, meetings and synergies. The material contained in this book follows the path delineated by a representative
group of practising architects that exemplify what decades of interpretation and re-elaboration of the stimuli coming from
Nordic architecture have meant in Spain. They are part of a shared effort that began decades ago, when figures like Erik
Gunnar Asplund, Miguel Fisac, Jgrn Utzon or Rafael Moneo decided to travel to learn about other cultures. This effort is
continued today by many others, embarked on a collective journey that is inspired by the footsteps of their predecessors.

More info:
http://www.b-arki.dk/nordica.html
https://www.ideabooks.nl/9788792700377-the-nordic-and-spain-an-architectural-journey
https://raal.es/en/the-nordic-and-spain/
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