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By now 20.000 seventh grade students at 76 schools in Rotterdam have received the book free of charge.

Whoever you are and wherever you come from—
if you love Rotterdam and its stories, this book 
is for you. METRO O1O is a graphic novel about 
key events from the past that have shaped the 
city and its heritage. The history of Rotterdam, 
depicted in twelve stories. 
 
The journey begins long ago, when the city was 
just a fishing village, and ends in 2050—the 
future of Rotterdam. A city not created in a 
single moment or by one person, but shaped over 
centuries by many. And now, by you too. 
 
METRO O1O is an invitation to discover and 
explore the city—every day. It helps you 
understand Rotterdam’s heritage better and 
contribute to its future. You have a voice—use it!

Climate change, energy transition, digitalization, 
new mobility—disruptive changes are on the 
horizon. These challenges go far beyond urban, 
regional, and infrastructure planning; they are 
fundamental issues for society. The younger 
generation, in particular, understands this: we must 
act now to ensure that we can continue to live, 
research, work, and create in a livable environment 
tomorrow. 

The necessary transformation processes will not 
only be more complex but will also have profound 
consequences—affecting where we work, how we 

live, and how we move. Even abstract concepts 
like personal happiness and prosperity will need to 
be redefined. For the younger generation, a rapid 
and targeted transformation is the key issue of the 
future. A transformation that can only succeed 
if the discourse is open, broad, and grounded in 
science. 
 
With METRO O1O, De Zwarte Hond opens this 
discourse for children and young people. In 2023, 
the school edition of METRO O1O was distributed 
free of charge to all 9,000 first-year secondary 
school students in Rotterdam, accompanied 
by ready-to-use lesson plans and educational 
materials. Never before has such a large-scale 
school initiative focused on urban processes 
and the role of citizens within them. The book 
encourages a new way of talking about the city—
one that is inclusive, accessible, and visually 
engaging. 
 
This graphic novel, created by and for 
Rotterdammers, is not only an immersive urban 
narrative about the city’s past and present but 
also a call to action for its readers. Rooted in 
Rotterdam’s heritage, METRO O1O raises critical 
future questions about citizenship, inclusion, equal 
opportunities, and climate crises. Two key ideas 
stand out: only those who actively engage can truly 
shape the future, and a better future is not only 
necessary—it is possible.
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Spreads form the book METRO 010
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