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ABSTRACT: 

Fernando Távora (1923-2005) is unquestionably a landmark figure in the culture of the 20th century, who shaped 
several generations of architects of the School of Porto through his teaching and work (Álvaro Siza, Eduardo Souto 
de Moura, among others). This book focuses on Tavora’s architectural heritage intervention, which expresses a 
particular pedagogy with respect for architectural heritage by expressing a sensitivity based on a “third way”. This 
approach allows him to “continue-innovating” through a subtle modernity integrated into the preservation of the 
character of the places, constructions and material culture. This research is based largely on unpublished 
documentation collected in public and private archives, oral history, in situ observation, and the use of drawing as 
a research tool. The volume presents a critical narrative of the design and construction process (before, during and 
after the intervention), reaching beyond the final result, as is often the case in architectural publications. In this 
way, the book conveys a renewed perspective for the dissemination of a set of representative architectural heritage 
interventions, in some cases hitherto poorly publicized, that may constitute pedagogic content for architectural 
teaching and professional practices. 

JUSTIFICATION 

Our current global context marked by an unprecedented consumption of resources, calls for more sustainable and 
qualified intervention practices in the built environment, namely the conservation and reuse of architectural 
heritage.  In this background, the book “New/Old. Fernando Távora: Works” represents one facet of an editorial 
project focused on the topic of architectural interventions into the built heritage and aims to serve as a 
pedagogical tool for the teaching and practice of architecture. The book conveys a renewed perspective on 
architectural heritage interventions through an interpretive narrative of the process of design and construction 

(before, during, and after intervention), reaching beyond the final result, through iconographic, photographic, 
textual, and drawn documentation.  
The book “New/Old. Fernando Távora: Works” is framed in the H-ATLAS.Porto within the UNESCO Chair 
‘Heritage, Cities and Landscapes. Sustainable Management, Conservation, Planning and Design’ and contributes 
to the advancement of knowledge through the study and enhancement of Portuguese heritage and architecture 
within a national and international framework. 

 
Content of the book 
Fernando Távora is the promoter of a new conceptual and methodological tradition for intervening in the 
architectural heritage in Portugal. Indeed, Távora developed a unique sensibility and respect for heritage values that 
enabled him to "continue innovating" by integrating a new modernity combined with the valorization of the 
identity of places and buildings. However, despite the importance of Távora's pedagogy, publications focused on his 
work are relatively scarce, namely an in-depth analysis of his interventions in existing buildings, a practice that 
accounts for more than a third of his projects and works. Therefore, this publication – along with the book New/Old. 
Fernando Távora: Conversations – aims to give continuity to previous monographic works and to raise new 
interpretative perspectives on Fernando Távora's legacy. 
The book presents a set of works in chronological order of production and were selected according to 
complementary criteria: (I) scarcely disseminated works, such as the House in Foz do Douro, the Além House, the 
Church House, the Breia House, or others that are still little studied in general, such as the Covilhã House, the 
University Circle of Porto, the Quinta da Cavada House, and the House in Pardelhas; (II) more representative works, 
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such as the Pousada of Santa Marinha da Costa, the Rua Nova House, the School of Agriculture of Ponte de Lima, 
the Soares dos Reis Museum, the Old Town Hall (Casa dos 24), or the Freixo Palace; (3) works that have archival 
documentation available; (4) works that illustrate a broad temporal arc, allowing for an analysis of the architect’s 
professional trajectory over time. Other criteria result from the editors’ knowledge based on archival and 
bibliographic consultations, visits to the works, or conversations with critics, collaborators and friends of Fernando 
Távora.  
This book is rounded off with a personal testimony by José Bernardo Távora, introductory chapters by Teresa Cunha 
Ferreira, David Ordóñez Castañón and Eleonora Fantini, and two background texts on Távora's thought and work 
by José Miguel Rodrigues and Andrea Ugolini, which greatly enrich this edition. 
 
Methodology 
The analytic methodology is based on the individualized and factual study of each intervention process through 
the cross interpretation and analysis of different sources of information: (1) Literature Review. (2) Archival Research: 
compilation of scattered information in public and private archives. (3) Oral histories: collection of memories via 
interviews with different actors (family, colleagues, collaborators, clients). (4) Fieldwork: confrontation with the 
landscape, the buildings and the details through observation, hand drawing, photography and survey, as a support 
for the graphic representation, understanding and interpretation of the works. (5) Photographs. Compilation of 
photographs taken at different stages of the process (before intervention, construction site and as built). (6) 
Drawings: production of analytical graphic contents, such as constructive evolution schemes, geometric-formal 
studies, drawings of demolition and construction (“reds and yellows,” which are fundamental for a deeper 
understanding of the transformations), and analysis of the constructive details. Graphic standards are predefined 
for the drawings – plan(s), section(s) and elevations – as follows: (a) prior to intervention, (b) regarding 
demolition/construction and (c) the final result, presented with the same page layout to facilitate comparison and 
interpretation. 
The research methodology includes the individual study of the selected cases, conducting a diachronic analysis of 
the whole transformation process (before, during and after the intervention), in order to reveal design principles 
and operational methods. Each case is presented by a technical sheet with the location of the work and a text by 
the author of the project (design report or representative text). The analysis follows a textual and visual narrative 
(that is simultaneously chronological and starts from general to particular), structured in four interrelated thematic 
axes: (1) Landscape, place, pre-existence: characterization of the previous building, namely the aspects relating to 
its cultural context (historical, geographical, agro-productive, landscape, etc.), as well as its state of conservation 
prior to the intervention. (2) Design strategy and old-new relationship: study of the design principles and decisions 
regarding the adaptation of previous spaces and structures to new functions, as well as other preservation and 
transformation actions. (3) Tectonics, materiality, detail: concerning the tectonic and constructive features, the 
choice of materials and techniques, finishing details, furniture, etc. (4) Critical Reception: impact of the work in the 
specialized architectural literature. 

Context of research 
The book New/Old – Fernando Távora: Works is the starting point of an editorial project on the topic of 
contemporary intervention into the built heritage and aims to serve as a pedagogical tool for the teaching and 
professional exercise of architecture. The project conveys a renewed perspective on redesign practices through an 
interpretive narrative of the process of design and construction (before, during, and after intervention), going 
beyond the final result, as is often the case in publications in architecture.  
This book is supported by the PhD research of David Ordóñez Castañón and Eleonora Fantini, supervised by 
Teresa Cunha Ferreira, and titled, respectively, Fernando Távora. La modernidad enraizada: continuidad e 
innovación como principios de intervención en la arquitectura tradicional and Patrimonio storico e progetto 
nell’architettura portoghese. Riflessi della cultura italiana nell’opera di Távora, Soutinho e Siza. 

 

IMPACT:  

Dissemination 
The book has been co-edited by the Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade do Porto (FAUP), the Fundação 
Instituto Marques da Silva (FIMS), and Ediciones Afrontamento. It is a bilingual edition (Portuguese and English), 
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first released in 2023 with an initial print run of 500 copies and reprinted in 2024 with another 500 copies due to 
its positive reception. 
This volume is available for consultation in the libraries of internationally prestigious academic institutions in 
Portugal (FAUP, UBI, UC, IST, ISCTE, UE, UMinho, EAAD), Spain (BNE, US, UVa), Italy (UniBo, PoliMi), France 
(INHA), Germany (ZI), and the United States (Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Stanford, NYU, Getty), among 
others (source: WorldCat). 

Presentation 
The book was launched during the colloquium "Novo/Antigo: Fernando Távora", held at the FIMS headquarters in 
Porto (27/05/2023). The event, open to the public (approximately 100 attendees), brought together key figures from 
both the Portuguese and international spheres, including José A. Bandeirinha, Carlos Machado, Sérgio Fernandes, 
Alexandre Alves Costa, Domingos Tavares, Antonio Esposito, and Carlota Torricelli. This event was included in the 
commemorative programme of the centenary of the birth of Távora (TÁVORA100: 
https://tavora100.pt/pt/program/novo-antigo-fernando-tavora-obras). 

Reviews and awards 
The work has been reviewed in Casabella magazine (No. 954, Feb. 2024, p. 108), a leading international publication 
in contemporary architectural debate. According to the review, it is "a book worth having. Why? For the 
documentation it contains, the photographs and drawings, and the information it provides on the 14 works 
analyzed [...]". 

This book has received the Special Mention of the Jury at the FAD Awards 2024, in the Thought and Criticism 
category. Granted by the Fostering Arts and Design (FAD) since 1958, these awards are among the most prestigious in 
architecture and design in the Iberian Peninsula. According to the Jury’s Asessment, “Novo/Antigo is an excellent 
approach to the work of one of the masters of Portuguese architecture, offering new perspectives for understanding 
his approach to architecture through a collection of intervention projects in architectural heritage, many of which 
have been scarcely published. The monograph includes a great diversity of unpublished graphic, photographic, and 
textual material from various sources and unifies the perspective on different works through a clearly defined 
methodology, helping the reader delve into Távora’s unique sensitivity in preserving the identity of places through 
the subtle modernity of his interventions. Based on two doctoral theses —by David Ordóñez and Eleonora Fantini, 
respectively— and a study on the Porto School, coordinated by Teresa Cunha Ferreira and Rui Fernandes Póvoas, 
the work stands out for its use of drawing as a critical and research tool that enriches the overall discourse presented 
in the book”. 

The book has been quoted by several authors in books such as "Fernando Távora em Guimarães" (2024), "A urgência 
da cidade – O Porto e 100 anos de Fernando Távora" (2024), and "In class with Távora; teaching and learning (living) 
today" (2024). Among those citing it is the architect João Mendes Ribeiro. 

Presentation venue (below) 
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